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CONPIDENTIAL KUWAIT 0331 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS: REGIONAL ARAB MEETING IN CAIRO, JANUARY 18 

REF: (A) STATE 9443, (B) 76 KUWAIT 3915, (C) 76 STATE 236687. 

1. EMBOFP MADE APPROACH REQUESTED REPTEL JANUARY 17 TO KUWAITI MPA 
LEGAL DEPARTMENT LOS OPPICER, ALI AS-SAMAK. REGARDING SEABED 
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MINING, HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE GOK "HAS THE GROUP OP 77 TO 
CONTEND WITH" AND HE INDICATED THAT KUWAIT WILL ADHERE TO THE 
GENERAL "THIRD WORLD" POSITION POR THE PRESENT. HE DESCRIBED THIS 
POSITION AS PAVORING EXCLUSIVE EXPLOITATION OP DEEP SEABED 
RESOURCES BY THE "ENTERPRISE." THE U.S. TALKING POINTS ELICITED 
NO PURTHER REACTION. (COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO INDICATE A 
HARDENING OP THE KUWAITI POSITION ON THIS ISSUE, IN THE CONTEXT 
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OF KUWAIT'S GROUP OF 77 AFFILIATION, SINCE WE LAST CONSULTED 
THE MEA (PARA 3, REP B). SUCH A HARDENING SEEMS IN LINE WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT'S GENERAL CONCLUSION LAST SEPTEMBER THAT THE 
SOLIDARITY OP THE GROUP OF 77 ON SEABED ISSUES WAS REINPORCED 
DURING THE AUGUST-SEPTEMBER LOS CONPERENCE (REP C). IT IS ALSO 
CONSISTENT WITH THE KUWAITI PRACTICE OF TAGGING ALONG WITH THE 
MAJORITY IN INTERNATIONAL GROUPS IN WHICH IT PINDS ITSELF, 

BARRING STRONG NATIONAL INTERESTS TO THE CONTRARY.) 

2. ON THE QUESTION OP DEPINING THE OUTER LIMIT OF THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF WHERE IT EXTENDS BEYOND 200 MILES, BRIEP DISCUSSION 

MADE IT CLEAR THAT KUWAITIS HAD NOT POCUSED ON THE QUESTION AND, 
POR THEIR OWN PURPOSES, ARE NOT GREATLY INTERESTED IN THE ISSUE. 
AS-SAMAK SAID THAT GROUP OP 77 IS SPLIT SEVERAL WAYS ON THIS 
QUESTION, AND HE OPINED THAT KUWAIT WOULD SIDE WITH THE PLURALITY 
IP POSSIBLE. 

3. THE GOK GENERALLY AGREES WITH USG ON THE BROAD PRINCIPLE THAT 
THE ECONOMIC ZONE SHOULD BE HIGH SEAS, ACCORDING TO AS-SAMAK, 
WHICH ACCORDS WITH EARLIER AUTHORITATIVE GOK STATEMENT (PARA 6, 
REF A) AND WITH KUWAITI OIL, MARITIME AND TRADING INTERESTS. 

4. REGARDING MARINE POLLUTION ISSUES RELATED TO STANDARDS POR OIL 
TANKERS, IT APPEARS THAT THE GOK POSITION IS STILL IN THE PROCESS 

OP DEVELOPMENT AND THAT ITS FOCUS IS LARGELY REGIONAL (THE PERSIAN 
GULF). AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THE GULF STATES HAVE SCHEDULED 
AN "OIL POLLUTION" CONPERENCE IN BAHRAIN POR LATE JANUARY. 

5. ON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, EMBOPP EMPHASIZED THE HARM WHICH 
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GENERAL CONSENT REGIME COULD DO TO SCIENTIPIC INTERESTS, 
ESPECIALLY IN CONPINED WATERS SUCH AS THE GULP, AND AS-SAMAK 
EVIDENCED SOME KUWAITI DISCOMFORT WITH THE GROUP OF 77 POSITION 
GENERALLY FAVORING A BROAD CONSENT REGIME, IN LIGHT OF THE 
SPECIPIC COASTAL STATE PROTECTION WHICH HE ACKNOWLEDGED COULD 
BE BUILT INTO THE ECONOMIC ZONE CONCEPT. 

6. AS-SAMAK REITERATED EARLIER GOK VIEW FAVORING COMPULSORY 
SETTLEMENT OP DISPUTES (PARA. 4, REF B). 

7. AS-SAMAK HAS TOLD US GOK WOULD BE REPRESENTED AT CAIRO 
"ARAB LOS" MEETING BY OPPICER FROM KUWAIT EMBASSY, CAIRO, 

WHO HAS SOME PRIOR LOS EXPERIENCE. 

MAESTRONE 
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